
RDM is based in rural Tamil Nadu, South India and 
empowers local people through education, healthcare, 
training and community projects. 

How your money has helped 1/4/2018-31/3/2019 
Health Centre: one nurse has treated 4013 patients and the doctor 
(currently one hour a week) has treated 200 patients. 

 Office:  two staff members have  helped 6115 people with online services, 
photocopying etc. 

Van/car: one member of staff has helped 386 people. 

Nursery School: one staff member and 18 children. 

Tailoring: 1 member of staff , 77 beneficiaries. 

Small savings group: helped 633 people. 

Sale of Ayurvedic medicine: one staff member and 17 beneficiaries. 

Palm leaf and banana fibre centre:  37 workers each month for palm leaf 
and 2 for banana fibre. 

Self help group: 100 people have been helped by 2 staff members. 
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 NEWSLETTER 2019

   Thank you! 

Thanks to your 
generosity the 
income for 2018 was 
£5,511.53 

Congratulations 
to St Lawrence 
Church, Seal 
Chart. 

Their dragon boat 
race raised a 
remarkable £950. 

Gift cards...Palm 
Crosses....silk 
bunting... 
Please see website 
to order these 
special handmade 
items and gifts. Every 
penny helps support 
the work of RDM.

http://www.rdmindia.org
http://www.rdmindia.org


News from RDM and 
the village 
The year has been one of good news and also 
challenge. All the RDM units are active and the 
health centre is popular, even though there is a 
free government facility nearby. The palm leaf 
division is very active, but the fibre session is 
not so busy, due to lack of workers coming 
forward. All units continue to provide high 
standards of support and care. 

The challenge is still the effect of the land 
encroachment, hindering access to the hall. A 
solution is to replace a fragile old building 
allowing vehicular access. This would greatly 
improve the usage of the hall, but funds are 
needed for this project. Meanwhile steps have 
been taken to limit the disruption and noise  
caused by loud speaker horns and loud 
electronic clocks.  

Times  of celebration which 
we all enjoy. Here are some 
of the children at the annual 
Independence Day 
gathering. 

*Congratulations to Rev Dr Israel Selvanayagam,  
RDM’s founder, on 50 years of full time ministry.* 

Visitors welcome! 

 “It feels as if RDM is a hub 
and resource for the 
community, bringing quality 
standards for local people”         
Matt King, visitor. 

Reflections on RDM and the village  by the King  
family  last summer include: “There are oxen to 
the field in front of the house, chickens pecking 
round in the yard...people to-ing and fro-ing in 
their daily business - pushing a wheelbarrow, 
carrying goods on their heads, ladies walking in 
small groups in their colourful saris. In the late 
afternoon we visited the local beach and our 
children loved digging in the  multicoloured 
sand, next to the crashing waves of the Indian 
Ocean. Palm trees silhouetted against a beautiful 
sunset.” 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON SELIN MARY 
Selin Mary came to Parakkanvilai when she married and was soon 
appointed the manual typist for RDM in 1994. 

She has used her gifts to help in many areas: the computer centre, 
nursery, the fair price shop and the Ayurvedic medicine shop. In 
addition she supports the women’s self help group and says she has 
seen many families helped financially and through the counsel of 
RDM. 

Thank you Selin Mary for your years of support and contribution to 
the work of RDM! 
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